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A Letter written by Dr. HoLopen, 
to Mr. GrxaunT, Wc 


SIR, 


HÞPÞEPOr your private ſatisfaion I am wit- 
Ns ling tolet you know my Opinion con- 
os F >» cerning the book and controverfie you 
45 mention ; though otherwiſe I conceive 
SEÞÞS it is ro line purpoſe, Beſides thar, 

my long abſence from Ezgland hath 
made me almoſt a ſtranger to all particulars of your 
proccedings there, I neither know the 2Zonck nor 
the Frzer you ſay have written againſt that book of 
Mr. white's, De medio Antmarum Statu,nor have I ſeen 
what they have publiſhed. And therefore I ſhall not, 
ar leaſt wirtingly, intimate any thing in oppoſition 
cither to their perſons, or writings, As for Mr. 


A 2 FVVhite 


ES) 
PVhite, he is my antient friend,and ſhall be ever fo, as 
long as I conceive him to be a faithfull. ſervant to 
Chriſt Feſus, and his Church, WhichT hope ani wiſh 
as to my ſelf, may be as long as God ſhall give him 
Life. Yet this I muſt needs ſay, that I nwch diſlike 
two things in his manner of writing. 

Firſt, that he broachcth roo roo many cxotick and 
uncouth opinions in all the matters he writes upon. 

Secondly, ( which 15 worſe ) he ſets them down in 
ſich unuſual, untoward, crabbed , a d bitter lan- 
guage, thar his very ſtile and manner of ſpeech is diſ- 
plealing, yea offenſive to the Reader, rhough ever his 
friend, VVhereby his doctrine is fo far from taking 
thar cffect, which I ſuppoſc he would have ir, that is, 
ro be admitted and received, at leaſt amongſt the 
more learned ſort of men ; that contrarywile it is 
thrown by and negleEted, if not quite blaſted and 
condemned ar the hrit f1ght, Yer] find that amoneſt 
nur curious French wits ( who will fee all things ) 
tr gets him rhe reputation of a great Geny, and of a 
very learned man. VV hat needed, I pray, that. fevcre 
and almoſt unſcemly expreſſion, that ut were a leſs 
crime to violate a ſacred Virgm upon an Altar, than to 
ſettle among us the belief of the Popes Tofallthiltty 2 
Why ſo rigorouſly to brand the doftrine of opys ope- 
ratum, as ſome Divines do cxplicate it, with the cen- 
fare of pagan ſuperſiution, hypocritical wichcraft,and wor- 
*by 20 better refutation than the fire > And from theſe 
and rhe like expreſitons he 15 not to be difiwaded by 
any friend whomfocvcr. 1 confeſle I am not of opi- 
non, no more than he; tat there 15 any perſonal incr- 
ravllity 
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(3) 
ravilty inthe Pope all alone. And this hath been 
the a.'tient tenet of our Facultic, which many of us, 
anc. 1 few Regulars,cyen Feſuits,in this Town do (till 
maintatn, However, by reaſon fo many learned and 
virtuous men do hold the contrary. , we ought, in my 
jvd2ment, to teſtific our diſtike of rheir opinion with 
reſpect and civility, and prove our: own with the 
rzrongeſt arguments we can. Nor dolI approve of the 
explication which ſome Dzv:res do give of opus opera- 
tum, that is, thar the Sacraments do conferre grace 
and work upon men, as if they were ſtocks or ſtones, 
indcpendcntly of their ſoutes'co-operarions, and wich- 
out any rclation to their connatural and free diſpoiiti- 
on tzercunto. Yer would I not reprove their ſenti- 
meats as Paganiſm and wichcraft, How harſh is thar 
language, That :t could not have happened better to the- 
damned, tut God and nature mut have veex worſe > How 
vnhearC=»f in the Church,That thoſe places in the Creed, 
and Scripture, of our Sautour his berng concerved of the 
Holy Ghoſt,are to be underſtood of God the Father ? Theſe 
and divcrslike expreſſions we find in Mr, Y/hzte his 
works, though fewcr of this kind in the book you 
{peak of,than in ſeveral others. Bur to the point. 

I am ſorry with all my heart thatCatholick Pricſts 
and Religious men ſhould write one againſt an other 
in matters of Religion, and that in a vulgar tongue 
and ina Proteſtant Countrey, They being ſent thi- 
thcr to undeccive, and ſweetly to infſtil] the true and 
infallible principles of our Catholick Faith into the 
hearts and minds of thoſe that erre as loſt ſheep our 
of Chrifts fold ; ſure their publick and internal jarres 
amonezſ\t 
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amoneſt themſelves, eſpecially in matters of Relig; 


on, muſt nceds diſ-edifie. Beſides, their conflicts a1:4 
debates of this nature, will Kill be mixed with ſome 
words of vinegar, and gall, which will beſpot the 
lovely face of Charity. And indeed ſuch is the for- 
wardneſle of many of our Divines in this age, parti- 
cularly of the weaker ſort, that if any private man do 
bur conceive his opinton doth follow out of ſome text 
of Scripture, or other Article of Faith ; or to be con- 
tained inthe definition of ſome Council or Pope, he 
darceth preſently make himſelf the mouth of the 
Church,and call his Adverſary an Hererttck,or at lcaſt 
his Opinion an Hereſte, 

This boldneſſe bath ever extreamly diſliked me, 
and I cannor but eſteem it a huge 1indiſcretion and 
great temerity: for (i:ch an one builds the immediate 
ccrtainty of his judgment or bcliet upon his own ori- 
vate diſcourſe and drawn cenſequence o't of-a true 
premiſis ( trough accompanied perhaps with a great 
number of our diſputativeDi-ines, or which is worſe, 
with the credulous opinion of the popular multi- 
rude) which certainly cannot be a fuficicnt ground 
ro ſuperſtrutt upon ir ſuch an infallible aſſent 25 13 re- 
quitit ro our Cirifiian and Carholick Faiti, i» fine 
Sir,all controverſies amongit Catnolicks toucitins the 
Dodrine or Diſcipline of the Church, do properiy 
belong to the Tribuna!s of our ſpiritnal Governours, 
thcre tobe propoſed and moderately ditcnit.d ; Bu. 
not to be agirarcd 1n print by private men, bandinz, 
and backing one againſt an other, and publickly cx- 
pÞiing their diflentions to the lay pcop'e, before rhoy 


be 


(5) 
be decided, I was truely grieved to fee Mr. Pughe his 
fmall book, which you ſent me long ago. And ſure 
I was not glad to ſee Mr. white's Monumetham Excan- 
zatus, in anſiver unto it. For as I conceive ſuch things 
ought never to be written, ſo ought they never to be- 
anſwered. And though Mr. Pughe uſed me very unkind- 
ly, not to ſay worſe;yect had others been of my opini- 
on,he ſhould never have heard more of ir.Bur Iſaw an 
other anſwcr to him of late, which ſcriouſly I almoit 
bluſhed to read, both for his and the Authors ſake. 

Now Sir, to your queſtion, 

Firſt, I muſt tel} you that inthis point of Purgatory, 
all Catholicks, even the Greckes, do agree in whar 
we differ from the Proteſtants, As that we all bold 
there is a ſtate-of Soules departed out of this life, 
which we call Purgatory. 

Secondly, That Soules in Purgatory do reccive re-: 
lief and comfort by the prayers and good deeds of 
the living. As by the ſacrifice of the Maſs,almec-Jeeds 
and the like. And this tenet is ſuch an Article of our- 
CatholickFaith,as that whoſoever ſhould openly and 
willfully deny it, would be immediately excommuni- 

cated by his Biſhop for an herctick, and declamed as 
ſuch by che whole Church, Nemzze contradiceme. For 
there 1s no point of our Catholick Faith more anti- 
ent, more authentical, and more univerſally teſtified, 
as delivered by tradition from the Apoliles, than tizis, 
In witneſſe whereofI cannot forbear to cite that cx- 
cellent paſſage of Tertull, de cor, mil. c. 2, Otlationes 
pro defunFts facimus, &c, ( where he addeth ſcvcral 
Catholick practices which the Proteſtants diſallow ) 
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barum & ejuſmadi aliarum diſciplizarum ſilegem poſta- 


les, ſcripturarym nullam 1ryenes, F radttro tib! pre- 
tendetur aufrix, conſuetudo confirmatrix , & fides conſer- 
Vatrix., 
Bur our Divincs differ amongſt themſclyes. 
Firſt, about the manner ofthe paines, that is, how 
rhe Soules in Pargatory are puniſhed. 

« Sccondly, about the time of their delivery out of 
this ſtate of puniſhmenr. And I never yet met with 
any learned man, who did not acknowledge both 
theſe points to be doubtfully diſputed 1n our {chools. 
As alſo, that ncither Scriptures, Councils, Popes, or 
Fathers had ever ſo determined any thing herein, thar 
it hath bcen univerſally-received by the Church for 
an Article of Faith. Clear ir is, that Antiquity, cſpe- 
cially of the primitive Church, makes little mcntion 
of theſc two points, I meantaking them-exaQtly in the 
rigorous property of the words. Fire is ſpoken ofup- 

on ſeveral occaſions, both in relation ro Hell, and 

Purgatory ; Bur thatit is meant of a true, material, 

and real fire, cither in Hell, or Purgatory. properly 
ſpeaking, which tormenterh ſpirits, and Soules deve- 
fied of their bodyes, who can tell us with that iner- 
rabiliry,which is requiſite to andArticle ofFaith. Tru- 

ly this ſeemerh to me to be much more befitting the 
apprehenſion of the vulgar, who conceive ſpirits by 
the notions they have of ſenſible things, than the 
judgement of learned men, who TI ſuppoſe, know 
ſomewhat more than the ordinary people of the na- 


' cure of aſpirit, Yet certainly it was ever requiſite 


that the Church ſhould uſe the language of the Scrip- 
| : | ture 


——_ 


rare, in expreſiing the to! both of Hell and Pur 
ory. But to alleage the meraphorical , or yo" 
rical phraſes of the Scripture ( as Feeping and. - 
ing of teeth, and the like) in proof of '@ material 
Fire, is, in my judgement, very unworthy of a Di-. 
vine. | 
Wherein therefore the nature of theſe pains doth 
conſift z whence and how the intrinſecal ſufferings of 
Souls departed'our of this life do flow ; whether any 
grofle, material and quantitive Agent can work up- 
on ſeparated ſouls being pure Spirits; I am confidenr 
there is nothing ſo infallibly reſolved upon theſe 
points , and ſo be univerſally reccived by the Church, 
a5 that either ſide ought to be acknowledged for an 
Article of our Catholick faith, I will not ſay but. 
that a truely-learned Divine , profoundly grounded 
and knowing in the Principles of natural Phaoſophy, 
may demonſtrate the truth of theſe queſtions. And I 
am perſwaded ir is no harder to know their rrue and 
certain reſolution, thanto evidence by natural rea- 
ſon, the pure ſpirituality and immortality of the Soul 
of man, Butrhis I will not meddle with , as being 
unneceſſary tothe —_—_ of your demand : How- 
ever I dare aflure you, that as a Roman Catholick, you 
are not obliged to believe any thing in theſe points, 
as being determined, and univerſally received by the 
Church, for an Article of our Faith. 

The ſecond point, which is of the time when ſouls 
are delivered out of Purgatory, ſeemeth to be of more 
difficulty, and that for divers reaſons. Yet to pre- 
vent your faciliry of — common and vulgar 


io 


Tenets 


TT ————————_LRRE—E—COEes III TIT 
_ I 
— w_—_ _ —— > 


ut Ear 


RR ap " a _ "oh 
S.. 5 l b 4 4 
<. F we : So >. % I. WONT ” : ” 
x [4 2X "on en” ay. 
—_ A . 2 : - <Y . & $ 
". mu [4 * k oy”: . E, - ky Wc ka 

- 7 $7 - wt £ © 2. 3+ $315 0 %S 

L 1 EIY 4 - 
* G7 


Tt anc þ imar NC 2vcab] ez Se Miro 
that 15, wear jOt-ODNICA.K any thing as. 
pair ey SEE whos 7; buc what Chriſt 
Jeſus ———— the Church, 
and-which hath bcen uaiyerſa] delivered-from hand- 
to hand,/and rau raught by by Father to: JF © 45:8 Chriftian 
Ents browns rimes uncil this: dF. © Now, Sir,.l 
am confident no Divine will over fay, thar'any 

ery:of -Souls/our of Pur- 


un Fed 

atory, 5a. d., and thesraught b 
gi tradition, as icle of our Ca folicy. 
Faich, aggerding to that of Orfer, L. 8:-in Epiſt. ad 
Rom. C. 1 1, verſus finem. YVerkm bec ipſa Purggtio que. 
per _—_ E715 adbibetur, quantis temporibss ,, quanti- 

ſeetrs de peccatoribus exigat . cructatus' > folas free: 

-pateſt;'s cus Pater omne judictumtradidit.,. 

. And conſequently -it.. followeth * moſt”; evidct n-. 
ly: {whar proofs ſocver be brought.on.cither fide)thar 
it is no Article-of- Faith, nor you therefore obliged 
ro. d give any. inrernal afſenr. Hun; as being of thar.. 


& Mo oo will fay. a fuppole) that although 1 no deter- 
" , ngenare time of particular. Souls being delive 
4: be raught..or acknowledged; by 
; yetthar ſomeſouls arede ive 
tp-of - of Dake ng es conteived, tobe a 
"2 of-our belicf.:. Which, whether it be abſolute-- 
Amdormathy of: chenature of; an Article of Faith, 
[exprelled - and declared 5; that perhaps you, 
So will 
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remeritythie maintainers of the pegative Fat, unto ) 
three heads. 

The firſt ſhall be the Bull of Bnedidus the 11 
(commonly called the 12. ) and the Decree of the Council of 
Florence; apder Eugenius te 4. The ſecond-head 
ſhall be divers .concefſons of Popes , eſpecially of later 
times, The trd ſhall be fome Hiſtories , whereunto 


. _wewil add the authority of arvers-antient Fathers"; 5 _ 
common opinion of our-modern Divines, raked 


1078 þ, lief and prafiice of the vunulgar, All wh 

pdemn whomſoever ſhall mainrain that'no ſoul 
is or can be delivered our of Porgatory;] before the 
day of Doom. -* 

Asto the Bull of Benedifius, when I went ” read i ir 
over, upoiithe occafiog-of F > aſking-my opinionin 
rhis pouge (for I have of what hath been 
written among yon apon & ſubject ) ar the firſt 

um ovaries, 4 and as it were a full 
1 aarive part.” But looking farther 

Met i oric , and refleQtig more ſeriouſly upor 
the aim ahdintention of the _— found cm 
nothing determined-concerning this e Bu 
chin, that the matter #1 queſtion tn No Joh 22. bt. 
trme amongſt Doffors of: — was , concerning the vi- 
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(10) 
fon of the Dzvine eſſence by the Souls of the juſt, after their 
death, in which there was zothing to be purged, or if there 
were, that it was now totally purged ; whether, I ſay,theſe 
ſouls did ſee the Divine Effence before the general 
judgemenr, this I fee , wasthen a queſtion in the 
Church, wherein the Dofors differed amongft themſelves, 
faith the Bull; And conſequently,nor then was it, nor 
. can it ever be an Article of our Catholick faith , 
becauſe not Catholick , according tothe ground above- 
faid. Be | 

Secondly, I fee that Pope Fohn 22 , had prepared 
himſelf ro have this queſtion diſcuſſed in his pre- 
ſence ; and, as the moſt part of Hiſtorians ſay ,-was 
reſolved to define the negarive part, had he not been 
prevented by death. X 

Thirdly, 1 find that this point or queſtion of the 
beatifical Viſion, as above propoſed and expreſſed, 
is fully and clearly defined and detcrmined. Now , 
whereas in this decree, there beſome words and paſ- 
jages, which indeed do ſuppoſe, that ſome ſouls are 
perfealy purged after death, before the day of judge- 
ment , and conſequently fee God. bea.ifically ee 
that time, according to the reſolution of this Decree; 
Yer in effect, thoſe words aud paſſages do not belong 
to the ſubſtance of the Definition , which 
to detcrmine the queſtion then in diſpute", af 
by to condemn the contrary errour,.25 both-rM& occa: 
ſion , and the intention ot the Bull do clearly ſhew. 
The reaſon of this 15 eviicntsfor there was no queſt i= 
@1 here,whether ſome ſouls in Purgatory, were perfe- 
Rly purged before the gencral judgement or no :bur 
EO” | only 
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only whethertke ſouls of the Juſt, and ſuch as wa e 
perte&ly purged (when or whereſoever itbe) le n:e 
preſently and immediately admitted to the fight and 
beatifical Viſion of rhe Divine Eflence. Now all 
Divines know, that whar 1s contained in a Bull or De- 
cree, not dire&tlyand formally belonging to the ſub- 
ſtance of rhe queſtion,or point defined , is not ro be 
allcagedas part of the py ork much lefle to be un- 
derſtood as a deciſion of a point not intended nor atm- 
cd ar. Nay , a Council or Pope may not only ſup- 
poſe an untruth in their Decree, but ein give a reaſon 
of their definition, which may be an error. As in 
the 7 general Council ( 2 of Nree ) in the diſcuffion 
of the queſtion , whether Angels might be painted > 
The Farhers ſaid, De Angelis & rpſa Catholica Ecele. 

ſta ſic ſentit, eos eſſe quidem intelligentes ſed non omnins. 
corporis expertes & inviſibiles; and therefore con- 
cluded that they might be painted, If this Bu had 
ſaid, pſu Catholica Eccleſia ſic ſentit, thatſome ſouls are 
dclivered out of Purgatory before the day of judge- 
ment; and therefore that ſome ſouls who have {inned 
after Baptiſm, and not fully purged while they were: 
in their bodies, do ſee God,. and enjoy the beatifical 

Viſion of his Divine Effence betorethe general judg- 
ment ; ifI fay, rhis had beenthe tenor of the Bull, ir 
would have been of much greater force for the afhr- 
mative part, than now ir is. And yet in this very cafe, 
tt had not defined the queſtion, nor aflured us of the 
truth of the affirmative po ition, as you ſee by the ex- 
ample in the 7 General Council ; and rhe like I could 

bring of ſeveral orhersif it were neediul. 
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(12) 

We may therefore hence conclude two things moſt 
evidently. 1. That the Pope 1n this Bul did believe and 
ſappole, that ſome ſouls were tully purified in Purga- 
tory before the general judgement. 

2, Thar he neither defined rhis point, hor intended 
todo it ; which it he had , though I do not believe 
there is any perſonal infallibiliry in the Pope alone, 
yct I would ſay with our Chancellour Gerſo# ,thar his 
Definition would oblige us to ſilence , though nor to 
an internal aſſent. 

As for the Coun cilof Florexce, I conceive it to be 
of much leſſe force in this point, than Bezed:Fus his 
Bull: for you muſt firſt note, thar this queſtion was cn- 
ly propoſed in the beginning of the Aſſembly at Fer- 
rara, beforc any ſeſſion was held , as a preambulary 
ſubject of diſcourſe, to entertain the Latire aud Greek 
Fathers, untill they came to fit upon the main queſti- 
ons for which they were aſſembled. 

2, The Latin and Greek Fathers propoſed their 0- 
pinions by turns, of the nature of Purgatory , or what 
Pargatory is : As alſo whether the ſouls of the juſt, 
either departed;without fin, or perfectly purged,do ſec 
God,andenjoy the Beatifical Viſion. | 

3. We find ſome variety, both in the relation of 
their diſputes, and in the words wherein they are {aid 
to have agreed inthis point ; for all the Zatzme Editi- 
ons of Crabbe, Surius, Brmus, Fuſtinianus, have diffe- 
rent words from thoſe of the Greet Editions , though 
neither of them do determine. nor in effe& do touch 
your preſent controverſte, 

And if we ſhould allow of D* Creyghton (that great 


Grecian) 
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12 
Grecian) his late Edition (which I have not had oc- 
caſfion to compare with the Manuſcript Original in 
the Kings Library, from;whence his Copy was ſtolen) 
we tho 1d not believe that the Latzzs and Grecians 
did agree atall in their diſputation, when they did 
diſcuſſe this point. And the whole relation of the 
Hiſtory of the Council, as he harh put it forth, would 
no little weakcn the force of Eugenius his Decrce or 
Lettcr of Union, if it were truc. 

But however the Lat:ze Editions ſay , Tandem poſt 
multa 8c, omnes in eam ſententiam verunt , justorum ac 
ſanforum animas perfeaa frut felicitate ;, perfeftiror ta- 
men-cum ſus corporibus, cum reſurrexerint frutturas, cum 
etiam ut ſole. The Greek Editions ſay,Declaratum fu- 
it demum, Sanfos conſecutos & non conſecutos eſſe beatitu-- 
dinem ; hoc eft, animas quidem , ut animas, aa perfetam 
perveniſſe beatitudinem : in reſurreftione tamen perfeftro- 
zem efie conſecuturas cum proprits corportbus , quando nt 
fol &c, And after this diſpute and agreement, even be- 
fore any Seſiiongnort one word more of this point In all 
the 24. or (as the Greets count them) 25 Seſſions of 
the Council. . 

Ar the end of the Council Enugenz:us made Lytere 
antonis , which in ſome Greet Editions 15 entituled, 
Definirro Concilii Florentim, and is f1gned by the Fa- 
thers of the Council,ſome few excepted, Concerning 
which ſubſcription. more might be ſaid than is fit for 
this place. 

The terms of the Definition, if {crioufly confide- 
red, will appear to have decided nothing ar all in re- 
htion to your queſtion ; for they ſay only, 1lorum vero 
FITER 
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anrmas qui poſt Laptiſmuin ſuſceptum, nullam omninh peccati 


maculam incurrerunt ; illas etiam que poſt contraftam pec- 


ceti maculam, vel in ſuts corportbus, vel erfdem exute cor- 
poribes (ut ſuperius dium eſt) ſunt Purgate, in Celum 
mox recipe, & intueri clare Deum ipſum &c. Which Mr. 
white, as I remember, doth not deny in his Book De 
medio animarum ſtats; for your queltion is on'y , as I 
rake it, whether ſome ſoules be perfeftly pur- 
ged in Purgatory , and conſequently delivered 
thence before the day of judgement; which the 
Council doth not define ar all. Ir faith only that 
ſouls purged (when cver or where ever it be) are pre- 
ſently recetued into Heaven , which 1s quite anothcr 
thing. For ſuppoſe that none were pirged after they 
were deveſted of their bodies, untill the gencral Jjudg- 
ment , yet {till would the Definition remain goad. 
Bur if ſo, you might reply , that the Council wouJd 
then ſuppoſe anuntruth, that is, a thing that never 
was, nor ever will be, being it doth ſuppoſe that ſome 
ſouls deveſted of rheir bodies , are purged and im- 
mediartely received into Heaven , betore the day of 
judgement. | 

This I acknowledge, as I did of BenedrFus his Bull : 
For truly I conceive that the Latime Fathers were of 
opinon, and did ſuppoſe , when determination was 
made, that ſome ſouls were fully purified in Purgato- 
Ty,and went to Heaven before the day of Judgement. 
And thercfore what probability, or rather what aſſu- 
rancetheir authority may give to that opinion, I 
ſhould certainly allow 1t,but never to be an Article of 
faith, which is the only thing I ſtand upon. N 
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As for the Conceſſions of Pope: in relation to the 


deliverieof ſouls our of Purgatory,l confeſs I have ſeen 


very ample ones, given under the title of Indulgences, 
to privileg'd Altars, to Scapulars, Guerdles, Medals, 
Solalirios Confraternities, and the like : whereunto, 
( omitring to ſpeak of their abuſes, ) I will only tell 
you two things; Firſt, that the moſt I evet heard any 


learned and unbyaſſed man ſay in their favour, was , 


Valeant quantam valere poſſunt, which is as much as to 
ſay, although we be altogether uncertain what effect 
ſuch Indulgences may have in relation to the deliverie 
of ſouls our of Purgatory, yer let us make the beſt ufe 
of them that we can. Sccondly,it is the univerſal opt- 
nion of all Divines, that our prayers, alms, and other 
good deeds whatſoever, done for the deliveric of 
ſouls our of Purgatory, Joyned with never fo many In- 
dulgences, haveno dk effe£t in relation thereunto, 
than what may be obtained, per mo#um ſuffragre, that 
is to ſay, in as much as our prayers may be more or 
leſs cacions in the ſight of Almighty God, Nor 
that the Indulgences of themſelves, or by any proper 
power of their own,diſtin from our prayers, do pro- 
cure the delivery of any ſoul our of Purgatory, bur on- 
ly that we may hope that God, vouchſaving to hear 
our prayers, may out of his infinite goodneſs, grant 
what relief or comfort his heavenly wiſdom ſhall 
think fit, to ſuch poor ſouls as lye there in torment, 
Now what effe&t in particular it doth plcaſe God our 
of his mercy to giveto any of our praycrs, no man 
upon Earth can certainly know without a revelation. 
Whether therefore any ſoul in particular be delivered 
out of Purgatory before the general judzment, by 
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virtue of oar pn joyned with never ſo many In- 
dulgences,is altogether unzertain; and that ſome fouls 


do remain in Purgatory, even untill the day of jud z- 


ment, is very certain in my opinio1,as clearly appzars 
by the practiceof the Church : For hence ir. is, tha: 
we daily found and ſay Maſſes for the ſame ſoul to the 
Worlds end; as our Univerity doth, and hari yearly 
ſaid Maſſe theſe four hundred years in the: Sorbo# for 
Peter Lombard his {oul, founder of the houſe. 

Hence it 13 alſo that we reiterate our Chriſtian ſa- 
crifice for the ſame ſouls at privileg'd Altars,notwirh- 
ſtanding all the Indulgences that the Pope can give 
us, though they bear rthac one Maſs would ſcrve the 
rurn. All which clearly ſhewerh, we have no certainty 
of the time of the delivery of any particular foul our 
of Purgatory. 

As for the third point, I confeſs there be divers hi-. 
ftorical revelations of the delivery of ſouls out of Pur- 
oatory, borh ſo antient, and ſo authentical, as that 1 
cannot doubt bur that rhe afirmarive part hatin been 
the opinion of the Church : not that I conceive thoſe 
hiſtories to be alwaics certainly true,. much lcfs that 
we are oblig'd to bclicve them ; but that having never 
been contradicted by any of the a tient Fathers, or 
other conſiderable Avtihors, in their ſeveral times re- 
ſpcively , Mcrhinks 1tts an evident ſign, that ſuch 
was ever the belief of the Church ; and that thoſe re- 
velations were looked vpon as conſonant, or at leaſt 
not oppoſite;to any Apoitolical tradition, nor indeed, 
to any other opinion then on foot ; which though it 
hath not ſuſhc'ent certainty to be an Article of Faith, 
yet oughr nor rhe contrary to be publickly avcrred 
without great precaution and ſubmiſſion, For 
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For the Fathers I confeſs, if we ſtand upon their au- | 


thority, and of other antient Writers, (which.in mat- 
rers of Religion is a main foundation ) I am fully of 
opinion, that the affirmative part is more probable, 
more ſecure, and more conform to the voice of the 
Church in all Ages; for although their words and paſ- 
ſages upon this ſubject be but ſeldom fo preciſely, and 
ſo exactly deciſive, as that they may not admit an ex- 
plication in M", hite's favour y yet generally their lan- 
guage is of that nature, as that ir doth teſtifie rhey be- 
lieved ſouls were purified by their penal abode in Pur- 
gatory. I donotrthink any one Author can be alleged 
-antient or modern, who politively, and clearly deny- 
cth the delivery of ſouls out of Purgatory veliet the 
general judgment. Many of the Fathers pray for the 
leflening of the pains of fouls in Purgatory : Others, 
that their pains may be accompliſhed before rhe Re- 
{urre&tion : Others, that their Pains in Purgatory may 
make them fit for their Celeſtial bodyes at the day of 
Judgment : Others,that their macule Jeviores,or ſmall 
41ns,may be there (that is in Purgatory) torgiven them: 


Others call their pains, Expraztes, that 15, which pu- 


rite : Others pray for their ſolace and quiet : Others 
for the remiſſion of their {ins : Others tor their deli- 
vcry thence : Others, in fine, that by their pains they 
may be found pcrfcctly purged and purified when 
they ſhall come to be judged ; which language doth 
ſurely reſtifie what was their belief, I will point you 
out two or three paſſages in particular,of the moſt an- 
tient Fathers, which I conceive to be invincible ; Ter- 
tul, de monogam. c, 10, pro antma ejus orat (a widow 
for-her husbands ſoul ) & refrigertum interim adpoſtu- 
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Lat ei, &f in reſurrettone conſortium, take notice of the 
word Izterim; Gregor. Nyſſe. more plainly, }, de anj- 
ma ( reſurreR. (peaking of the paias of ſouls 1n Purga- 
tory, ſed pro modo ac quantitate materie, vel longrore, vel 
breviore temports ſpatto, illa flamma dolorifica, quam! 
fuerit id, quod eam alat, accenditur. Cut tgitur magnum 
iubeſerit onus materieiztn eo neceſſe eſt magnam & diutiks 
durantem efſe flammam, que materiam eam conſumat. In eo 
vero cut muori fpatto temports , &c.Eucherius Lugdun, an, 
450. hom. 3. de Epipbanta, (peaking of Purgatory, ſaith, 
quanta fuerit peccati materia, tata erit pertranſeunts mo- 
74 . Theſe, and many ſuch like paſſages do fully con- 
vince that the affirmative part was their opinion and 
belief. For the common opinion of our modern Di- 
vines, I confeſs that an argument drawn only from 
their authorities doth not convince me ar all,on which 
fide ſoevcr it ſtand ; much leſs doth any whit move me 
the female belief and practice of the vulgar, in theſe 
kind of devotions, eſpecially whenthey ſeem to be no- 
velties : fer our Dtvines diſpute all things problcma- 
rically, which are nor univerſally believed by the C1- 
tholick Church, as Articles of our Faith, but avouch 
nothing for certain,inſomuch that I am fomctimes e- 
ven tired and wearicd out with the ch1canmo de Leſ- 
cole, as we call it here; yet I am content to let them 
profeſs and enjoy their {ceptical probabilities, fo they 
will let me poſſcſs and uſe my liberty. For the vulgar, 
they are ſo generally blinded in their belief and pra- 
Rice of fuch particularand flight devotions,efpecially 
when they fall into the hands ot weak or intereſſed 
keaders, that they who are thcir natural Superiors and 
Savernours by. Chriſt his inſticution, are generally 
blamed. 
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blamgdfor ſuffering it, though fomaimes they can* 
not mend ir. For my part, Ican let chem alone vn- 
leſs they be ſuch as are guided by my advice and-coun- 
ſel, and rhen Ido what I can to-keep them our of cr- 
rour. 

I know very well, Sir, that if we look into the na- 
turc of a ſeparated foul, that is, of a pure ſpirit, un- 
tycd and freed from all matter, and thence find it to 
be uncapable of any ſucceſſive intrinſecal alceration , 
and above all poſſible compariſon to any ſpace of time 
or place ; and conſequently, that ir muſt of neceſſity 
poſſeſs all that it 15 capable of ar once, and inthe firſt 
and ſeli-ſame moment of its being ſuch ( which ſeem- 
cth to be the very nature and effence of a ſpirit : ) 
We ſhall hardly find any mcans how to deliver a foul 
ſeparated from 1ts body out of its firſt ſtate after its (e- 
parationg.and tranſlate it into another condition, Or 
in effe& how we ſhould truly conceive it capable of a- 
ny change at all, cſpecially by the adivity of a materi- 
al Agent, untill its reunion with its body again, Nor 
ſhall we know how a bleſſed ſpirit can as much as re- 
itcrate any att, cither of knowledge or love, in all its 

etcrnity ; its whole ſtarc being bur one only at, and 

that act perhaps not diſtingutthed from its very ef- 

{cence and nature; as if a man born blind, ſhould in a 

moment come to {ce clearly the moſt pleaſing obje& 

that can be imagined, and borh that o&jef, and the me- 

dium through which it were ſeen, ynmutable ; ſuch a 

man wovld ever ſtand gazing upon that object, and 

would bur make one a& of ſecing, or viſion, for as 
long as we would ſuppoſe his faculty or power of ſce- 
ing to be infatigablec, and he not diverted by any _—_ 
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nal diſpoſition in himſelf, or external cauſe ; fuch we 
may conceive to be the life of a ſpirit, whether in bliſs, 
or woe ; that is, one eternal and immutable a& of 
adheſion unto, and poſlcfiing of that obje&, which ir 
doth violently graſp and embrace in the firſt moment 
of its being a pure ſpirit. 

Yet am I not ſo certain of the truth of this diſcourſe, 
bur thar there may be, for any thing I know, ſuch a 
liberty, mutability, or flexibility in the will of a ſepa- 
rated ſoul, it being nor yer 7z termino, ( as St. Tho, of 
Aquin ſaith, 1. 4. contra gent. c. 91.) that is, in the laſt 
period and ſtate of its immortal abode, as that it may 
be capable of a ſpiritual and momentanean alteration, 
(ſuch as it muſt have at the general Judgment, ) with- 
out deſtroying its nature ; and this by fome ſpecial 
grace and mercy of God his goodneſs and omnipo- 
tency; which in what particular manner, and by what 
particular meansthis may, or may not be wrought, I 
doubt whether any mortal man can clearly demon- 
ſtrate. 

What ſhall we ſay of the Azgels, thoſe bodyleſs 
ſpirits, who in the moment before their ſtanding or 
falling, had ſuch Alexibilicie, or rather free liberty in 
their wills,as that ſome,throughGods grace,imbraced 
their everlaſting happineſs; others, through their own 
faulr, their eternal damnation? why may there not be 
ſuch a murable diſpoſition, thar 15, capable of murati- 
o3 in a ſeparated ſoul , eſpecially it being not yet z;; 
termino, and the queſtion in relation to God's omnipo- 
rency> VWhar ſhall we ſay of the blcJed Patriarchs, 
of whoſe corporal reſurrection we have no teſtimony 
from any Author, and yet we are certain rhcir foul; 
wWcre 
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were tranſlated into cternatblifſe at Chriſt his reſur- 
re&tion ? Shall we (ay that the intervall (how long (o 
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' everirbe) ofa Souls entring into Purgatory uncill the 
. general judgement , ſhall-be altogether unprofitable 


unto it ? hy bath the ſtate of Souls (even as con- 
ſidered before the day of judgement ) been alwayes 
called by the Church, Purgatory, if their pains there 
be only afflictive, and no way purgative 2 For if any 
way purgative, Mr, white's opinion falleth to the 
oround. Nay, can there be any painin a ſoul,nort. yer 7 
termino,purely dolorous, 8& no way abſter{ivezwhy do 
all our anticart Liturgies,all our publick prayers of the 
Church for the dead, the general language of all the 
antient and modern author?, demand refrigerium for 
the ſoules in Purgatory, it they be totally uncapable 
of any refreſhment as long as they are there > For Mr. 
white cannot ſay that they receive any new comfort,of 
any kind, by our prayers, until] the general ju 1gement; 
no, thouzh even they know that by our prayers the 
time of their abode there is to be ſhortned ; for no- 
thing can happen to them de zovs, in his opinion, un- 
till then, Why hath the Church ever praycd for 
this and that ſoul in partic2hr, it no other ſolacc or 
relief than what 15 common to them all, can be ap- 
plycd to any finglar and individual foul 2 In fine, Mr. 
white mult not acknowledge the poor ſouls in Purga- 
tory, as long as tncy are there , that 15, untill the day 
of judgement, are capable of refreſhment, of any cx- 
piation, of any remiſtion, of any difference of time 
(what difference fo cver there be intheir ſinnes)nor of 
any advcntitious more Or Jeſſe of any kind, All which 
is quite contrary to univerſal lanzuage of the whole 


Church in all Agcs. ; 'Y 
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# ſeparated foul: At I Egan | my 
own ignoraticeghanfwerve and diffenr 5 the comms 
chon lahwage, belick; and praGice of the Onlch au 
fakid alone in oppoſition therenuo. 
hope what I have faid is ſufficient to Peas you 
Jonbe, being I dare aſſure you once- more, that there 
is nothing fo derermined , and {o' univerſally received 
by the T , concerning theſe two points ,/ of the 
apo: bow fouls are puniſhedand purified in Pur- 
gatory ;. and of rhe time of their delivery thence, rhar 
ought romake you fear cither fide it's beitrg an Arricte 
of onr Catholick Faith, VVhich is all 1 need ſay for 
thepreſcnt, my imployments not affording me etther 
rime or drewo-oake more fnlly-my .mind , upon 
fach nice and hard queſtions. -If in an  #: chang elle you 


pleaſe ro command me, I hope need not elf ir you, 
foryou know Iam 

Paris 15 March, YourmeK humble and 

1661, ' - rruly affectionate ſer- 
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